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WASHINGTON -- Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) voted for                legislation in the House of Representatives today to increase reimbursements                under Medicare to Massachusetts' providers of home health care.&nbsp;                The legislation, the Medicare Home Health Care Improvement Act (H.R.                4567), passed the House by a vote of 412 to 2.              

"This action is way overdue," said Olver.              

"Seniors, family members and providers of&nbsp; home care in my                district have been hit hard by the funding cuts.&nbsp; Jobs have                been lost; medical services once available are now gone.&nbsp; Much                needed home health providers have been swept out of business."              

The legislation is specifically designed to reverse cuts to home                health care reimbursement rates enacted over a year ago in the Balanced                Budget Act of 1997 (BBA).&nbsp; Under the BBA, home health care                providers have been forced to accept 1993 reimbursement rates for                costs incurred in 1998.&nbsp; The formula effectively punished states                and regions that have been more efficient and have worked to cut                health care costs more than others.&nbsp; The cuts have seriously                impacted agency reimbursements and the amount of home health care                provided in the New England states, including Massachusetts, where                fraud, waste and overall costs have been relatively low compared                with the rest of the nation.              

The House legislation passed today increased the home care reimbursement                rates from Medicare under a revised formula.              

"Fixing the home health care problem has been one of my very highest                priorities," Olver said.&nbsp; "It's smart policy, because home                care is cheaper than hospital care. And it's humane policy, because                home health care truly improves quality of life for seniors."              

The Senate is currently working on similar legislation.             
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